
 

PO Box 222, Whangarei 0140,New Zealand  
Tel: 09 430 3793 Mobile: 027 4788812  

Email: simon@scla.nz   
 

1 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Laila Alkamil 
  WWLA Ltd. 
From:  Simon Cocker   

SCLA Ltd. 
Date: 14 May 2025  
Subject: Ararimu Road Managed fill 
Application #:  BUN60425181 -  

 

 

Hi Laila, 

Further to my previous email regarding the RFI email from Council dated 9 May 2025, and subsequent email 
correspondence, I write with to address the issues relevant to landscape.  I have reproduced the relevant questions 
below and have the following comments: 

Landscape Mitigation Planting 

Items 4 – 6 and the updated landscape mitigation planting plans advise that the location, extent and width of proposed 
landscape and visual mitigation planting has changed. In addition, covenants will not be provided to provide long-term 
protection and pest and weed management for those areas and the access will not be planted on completion of the fill 
works. No explanation as to effectiveness of the amended planting for landscape and visual mitigation including its 
ecological contribution has been provided. 

Please provide an explanation and comment from the Landscape Specialist (Simon Cocker) regarding the effectiveness of 
the amended mitigation planting now being proposed and also the inability to ensure long term maintenance and health 
of the planted areas. (This aligns with the outstanding matters in Items 51 and 55 of the s92 response Table). 

Comment:  For the purpose of clarity, It is understood that the plans being referenced are those contained in the 
updated SCLA landscape assessment (dated 27 September 2024 – Rev B), and the most recently supplied updated 
iteration (dated 3 April 2025).  I have attached these plans to this memo. 

The primary divergences between the 27 September 2024 – Rev B iteration and the 3 April 2025 iteration of the plans are 
as follows: 

1. A minor refinement to the western edge of the landscape mitigation planting where it adjoins the car park / 
storage area and SRP. This will not result in any change in the mitigation offered by the proposed planting. 

2. A reduction in the width and length of the finger of planting on the northern boundary of Stage 1. This area of 
planting has been reduced in width but still encompasses the watercourse and includes wetland and wetland 
buffer planting (as identified and specified by the project Ecologist). 
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The area now omitted from the landscape mitigation planting lies between the gradually rising land between 
the watercourse and the foot of the proposed Stage 1 fil area, and at the eastern end of the small gully 
containing the aforementioned wetland.  The gully in question is shown below in Figure 1 below. 

 
Figure 1.  Stage 1 planting area 

 
Figure 2.  1628B Ararimu Road 
 

The boundary with the neighbouring property is defined by tall pine trees.  As can be seen from the Figure 
above, these trees are located on the south facing gully side above the wetland.  These trees, as well as the  
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proposed mitigation planting (which varies between 10 - 30m in width) contained within the gully, will buffer 
views from this adjoining property.  

As mentioned above, the eastern end of the gully is no longer included within the landscape mitigation planting 
area.  In addition to the pine trees, this portion of the gully (and the eastern edge of the subject Site) is screened 
by the rising landform to the north and north east.  Views to this part of the Site will be screened from the 
neighbouring dwelling within 1628B Ararimu Road by the pine trees, the landform and a substantial cluster of 
trees located to the south of this dwelling – as shown in Figure 2 above. 

The reduction in the width and length of this planted area will not diminish the mitigation offered when 
compared to the planting as proposed under the previous iteration. The ecologist is better qualified to comment 
on the ecological contribution of the planting, but in my opinion, the planting of the wetland and its riparian 
margins will still provide the landscape benefits previously described in my landscape assessment. 

The RFI sought comment on whether any landscape effects would result in the accessway by the Transpower lines not 
being planted. 

 
Figure 3.  Landscape mitigation planting SE boundary 

Comment: Previous RFI questions on this 
matter have focused on the matters such as 
potential edge effects resulting from the access.  
These, I understand have been addressed by the 
Ecologist.  My response will focus on the 
landscape mitigation offered by the proposed 
planting on this south eastern edge of the Site. 

This proposed area of landscape mitigation 
planting will, at its northern end, occupy a 
northerly trending spur crest before dog-legging 
to the south east where it will encompass the 
upper flanks of the spur, and run parallel to the 
Transpower lines (refer to Figure 3 at left).  The 
area of revegetation will be substantial and will 
– in terms of its scale, location and species 
composition, reflect similar pockets of native 
remnant vegetation in the area which also 
occupy steeper gully and spur slopes. 

The Transpower access will bisect this area of 
planting, but with a width of 3-4m, the access 
will be largely hidden from most viewpoints 
once the vegetation has become established.   

 

Visually, therefore it will not detract from the mitigation objectives of the planting and the vegetation will ‘read’ as a 
natural native vegetation remanent.   
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As mentioned previously, the project Ecologist has confirmed that any edge effects resulting from the access can be 
managed.  Overall therefore, I am of the opinion that the unplanted access will not detract from the landscape mitigation 
offered by this area of landscape mitigation planting. 

Finally the RFI has sought clarification on the  extent to which the ongoing maintenance of the planting following the 
completion of the fill works is considered important for ongoing mitigation. 

Comment:  The long term maintenance and health of the planted areas will be secured by a requirement in the 
conditions of consent to manage and maintain the landscape mitigation and ecological (wetland and wetland buffer 
planting) in accordance with a management plan prepared as a condition of consent. This will be secured for the duration 
of the consent. Where planted areas are not covenanted, the requirement to manage and maintain these areas will still 
be enforced. If planting is removed by Transpower (noting however, that the proposed planting has been specified to 
ensure that it will not conflict with the operational needs of the powerlines), then a clause in the management plan will 
require replanting of the area of planting removed. 

In my opinion, over the duration of the 15 year consent, during which all of the landscape mitigation areas will have been 
maintained and managed to ensure successful establishment, the vegetation will have established to a level that it will be 
self-maintaining – much as do other pockets of remnant vegetation in the wider landscape.  It is anticipated that over 
time the maintenance requirements will diminish as canopy closure occurs, with the result that potential invasive exotic 
weeds are shaded out.    

Once the filling activity has been completed, and the duration of the consent ended, it is understood that ongoing 
maintenance will cease.  It is possible that small incursions of weed species may occur after this point, but the density of 
the established mitigation planting will be such that the vegetation will continue to thrive, and continue to provide its 
landscape and environmental benefit.  

Regards | Ngā mihi 

Simon 

Simon Cocker 
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Attachment 1:  Figures  
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FIGURE 2b:  Landscape and ecological mitigation proposal
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FIGURE 2c:  The proposal in close context
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